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Toba Mika and Her Unique Katazome Paintings

Aunique painting exhibition entitled “A Vietnam In Miniature” was recently held by Japanese painter Toba Mika In Da Nang. The
exhibition, the fruit of her 20 years of diligently working, is a significant present to Da Nang where the APEC Economic Leaders’ Week
I being held.

‘The exhibition of a Vietnam in miniature is an expression of her affection for Vietnam. During her 23 years of working in Vietnam, Toba Mika has never felt bored
because itis a beautiful country with a great number of cultural and natural colours, the strong catalyst for her art

‘At the exhibition which lasts from October 20 to November 12, painter Toba Mika presents to the public 20 of her most beautiful paintings out of a total of 120 about the
life and the picturesque landscape of Vietnam. All of the paintings were created using Katazome, or stencil dyeing. It is a Japanese paste-resistant surface design
technique for cloth and paper. The complicated process incorporates elements of both printmaking and painting, and refies on simple non-toxic materials such as rice
paste, natural pigments and soymilk. Katazome was used in creating samurai outfits, clothes of kyogen comic performing artists, or kimonos. Therefore, her paintings.
have high artistic value and are appreciated by Japanese artists. Today, only a few Japanese artists master the technique.

Painter Toba Mika, Vice Chairman of Da Nang People’s Committee Nguyen Ngoc Tuan (white T-shirt) and
Consul General of Japan in Ho Chi Minh City Kawae Junichi pose for a photo. Photo: Thanh Hoa

In her paintings, viewers see both familiar and new scenes, such as a small fishing hamlet with fishing nets in Da Nang, a lone boat on the Huong River in Hue early in
the morning, the mystical Cham sculptures in My Son Sanctuary, the typical yellow walls in the ancient town of Hoi An, electrical lines in Ho Chi Minh City and the
railway track in Hanoi that passes very close o a fow of houses.

‘Shimizuy Yasutomo, a famous Japanese fine arts ciitc, said that Katazome is a complicated technique that requires a team to do i, It is unbelievable that Toba herself
completed all the processes with preciseness and meticulousness on such large-size paintings.

Atthe exhibition, Japanese Ambassador o Vietnam Kunio Umeda emphasised that the APEC Economic Leaders' Week held in Da Nang is an important international
event that helps introduce the image of a developing Vietnam. He hoped that on this occasion many international guests would see the great changes of Vietnam
through the wonderful paintings of Toba Mika.

Painter Toba Mika has spent more than 20 years doing paintings of Vietnam using the
traditional Japanese Katazome technique. Photo: Thanh Hoa

“After the Rain” depicting a canal in Ho Chi Minh City with the colour of cold blue is placed near pottery
vases of warm brown, creating a strange contrast in the Da Nang Museum of Cham Sculpture. Photo: Thanh Hoa

The opening ceremony of the exhibition *A Vietnam in Miniature” at Da Nang Museum of
Cham Sculpture. Photo: Thanh Hoa
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“Japan Town" with yellow walls, typical of the ancient town of Hoi An, is the only painting with the presence
of humans. Photo: Thanh Hoa

Painter Toba Mika introduces her paintings to Vice Chaitman of Da Neng People’s Committee
Nguyen Ngoc Tuan (white T-shir) and Consul General of Japan in Ho Chi Minh City Kawaue Junichi. Photo: Thanh Hoa

“Early Morning - Hue". Photo: Thanh Hoa
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An exhibition of Japanese Katazome paintings by artist Toba Mika will be held at Museum of Cham
Sculpture in Da Nang on October 20.

Art works capture and honor the beauty of natural landscapes and ancient towns in Vietnam, using APEC Vietnam 2017
Japanese traditional dyeing technique called Katazome.

The Japanese artist arrived in Vietnam for the first time in 1994. She explored the invisible connections =
between Katazome paintings and Viethamese natual beauty and heritages. <.
Since then Viet Nam has become the subject for her works. She has created many paintings depicting
major changes in Viet Nam during the process of the innovation.

Mika organized several exhibitions in Vietnam, including a special exhibition of her works on the occasion of
the 30th Anniversary of the Establishment of Japan - Viet Nam Diplomatic Relations in 2003; a display of
Hue ancient capital at the Royal Palace in Hue in 2005; the exhibition themed “Nara and Ha Noi —
Connection of Eternal Capitals” celebrating the 1,000th anniversary of Ha Noi and 1,300 years of the
ancient capital of Nara in 2010

Japanese artist Toba Mika was bom in 1961 in Aichi prefecture. She currently lectures at the Kyoto City
University of Arts, her MA alma mater

Her contributions to promoting the Vietnam-Japan friendship were officially acknowledged with a medal
from Vietnam's Ministry of Culture, Sports, and Tourism.

Katazome is a traditional Japanese stencil technique using a katagami stencil and flour and water resist
paste. Itis one of the oldest fabric print making techniques in Japan.

The Katazome dyeing technique consists of 18 complicated stages so not many Japanese artists use this
technique. Besides cotton, katazome has been used to decorate linen, sik and fabrics that are all or
partially synthetic.
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A series of cultural activities will be held through November in the central city and
Hoi An for delegates to the APEC Economic Leaders’ Week and the APEC Voices of
the Future Forum.

An exhibition of 28 paintings by 14 artists from the central and Central Highlands
regions are on display at Da Nang City’s Fine Arts Museum until November 25.

Vice director of the museum Nguyen Thi Trinh said that the exhibition debuted on
October 25 after the workshop finished. Tourists can attend during the APEC
Economic Leaders’ Week in Da Nang from November 6-11.

She said the exhibition features the beauty of the land, people and culture of locals

in the central and Central Highlands regions.

S o
X

-
L g,’% 5

4
e

Artist Toba Mika introduces her paintings to visitors at a special exhibition in Da
Nang in celebration of the APEC Year 2017

Vietnamese-French artist Vu Trong Thuan, who joined the painting workshop two
weeks ago, has launched his own studio — the Mystery — at the La Tour Eiffel
gallery on the Han River bank in Da Nang. It is free for visitors.

The gallery holds his own paintings created during his time living in Da Nang as well
as his friends’ art creations.
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Vietnam's beauty through flycam phot
The works of Japanese Katazome artist Toba Mika are on display at the Museum of Cham Sculpture I e in Hanoi decades ago
in the central city of Danang, featuring Vietnamese landscapes.

B susting fishing port in Ba Ria-vung T
Running from October 20 to November 12, the event depicting Vietnamese landscapes such as Hue,
Danang and Hoi An is being hosted in conjunction with the upcoming Asia-Pacific Economic Co-

operation (APEC) in Danang City. Most Popular
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Visiting Vietnam for the first time in 1994, Toba Mika was impressed by the country’s nature and
people. It was that trip that inspired her to create countless paintings of the Vietnamese landscape
during its period of urbanisation.
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Toba Mika has to date drawn more than 120 paintings on different localities in Vietnam such as Hue,
Danang, Hoi An, Hanoi and HCM City.

She has organised seven exhibitions in Vietnam since 2001 and has been granted the Vietnamese
government’s cultural testimonial award

Katazome is a Japanese stencil dyeing technique that dates back thousands of years. It was originally
used to decorate traditional Japanese costumes.
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